
Navy and Coast Guard, is truly 

one of the best overall organiza-

tions I have ever had the pleas-

ure to work with.  We have all 

made many new friends that we 

will have for the rest of our lives.  

Of course we like to compare 

notes on how the other half 

lives. We teach them “Army 

Speak” and they teach us “Navy 

Speak”.  It is very interesting 

how 

each of 

the 

differ-

ent 

services 

have 

their 

own 

unique 

lan-

guage 

and 

tradi-

tions.  

The 

biggest 

lesson 

that we 

have 

learned 

is that 

even 

though 

we 

have those differences, in the 

end it just does not matter; we 

come together as one team and 

accomplish any mission we are 

given. It is just what we do. 

   With each passing day we are 

one day closer to coming home, 

it still amazes me how fast the 

time is flying.  I would also like to 

remind all of our friends and 

families that you are always in 

our thoughts and prayers espe-

cially during the holiday season. 

LTC David P.  Chase 

Battalion Commander 

LTC David P. Chase 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  I am writing this the day after 

Thanksgiving hoping everyone 

had a truly happy turkey day.  At 

Camp Patriot we had a very nice 

traditional Thanksgiving meal 

with all of the trimmings that 

you would find at home.  Most 

of us upheld the tradition of 

eating way too much, but as with 

any normal Thanksgiving (with all 

of that 

great 

food) it is 

very hard 

not to 

want to 

enjoy a 

little bit of 

every-

thing.  

Other 

than the 

meal, for 

most of us 

it was 

another 

day at 

work so 

very few 

soldiers 

got to 

enjoy the 

traditional 

afternoon 

nap after 

enjoying a huge meal.  As with 

most major holidays, we also 

took some time to reflect and 

count our blessings. Even though 

we are far from our families in a 

foreign land, we still have a lot to 

be thankful for. Number one of 

course is our families back home 

that we think of everyday. We 

never lose sight of the fact that 

this deployment is just as hard if 

not harder on you than it is us. I 

cannot say how much I appreci-

ate each and every one of you 

for the hard work that you do. 

  The second thing we are very 

thankful for is the combined 

forces team that we have the 

pleasure to work with everyday.   

We live and work seamlessly 

with our brothers in arms from 

the Navy and Coast Guard. 

When I say seamlessly, that is 

exactly what it is, we work side 

by side many times at the same 

entry control point, traffic con-

trol point, or quick reaction 

force.  The Navy and Coast 

Guard are a mix of reserve and 

active component Sailors and 

Guardians. They are all true 

professionals and it is an honor 

to work with these great men 

and women.  As Army National 

Guard Soldiers from South Da-

kota and Artillerymen to boot; 

working with the Navy and 

Coast Guard is not something 

we normally think of in our nor-

mal jobs as artillerymen.  This 

combined forces team of Army, 
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Command Sergeant Major 

George Arends 

and the Fourth of July seem 

more meaning full when serving 

your nation on foreign soil.  Hey, 

can’t forget we closed the eve-

ning with barbequed hot dogs 

and cake!! 

   With Thanksgiving coming up, 

we all think about home and 

how thankful we are that we live 

in a country with the freedoms 

that we enjoy.  Hopefully we will 

see a day that the whole world 

enjoys these freedoms. Until 

then, 1/147th FA will stand vigi-

lant in her defense. 

Soldiers & Family, 

   Another month gone and what 

a busy month with holidays and 

our ammo mission completed.  

Seems like the weeks are flying 

by and for everyone this letter is 

addressed to is probably alright 

with the speed of our deploy-

ment. 

   Veterans Day here at Camp 

Patriot was very special. We had 

our own LTC Chase along with 

Commander Hudson from the 

Navy stationed here as speakers. 

At the beginning of this patriotic 

program the colors were pre-

sented with the Stars and Stripes 

as well as service flags carried by 

a member from each branch of 

service; Army, Navy, Marines, 

Air Force, and Coast Guard. 

This really was a showing of how 

diversified our little camp truly 

is.  We also had some service 

members perform their talents 

with some great music.  Jerry 

Zandstra, a pastor from a local 

church, came to speak at the 

event.  He served two tours in 

Vietnam and came to Kuwait 

shortly after he left the service 

some twenty six years ago.  His 

message clearly stated how 

proud he was of being a veteran 

and being surrounded by fellow 

veterans on such a special day.  

Holidays such as Veterans Day 
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Battalion CSM  

George Arends  

The Stars and 

Stripes and all ser-

vices were repre-

sented by a mem-

ber of their service 

carrying their ser-

vice flag as part of 

the color guard for 

the Veteran’s Day 

remembrance at 

Camp Patriot. 



HHB 

1SG Kent Thoelke 

people to be happy/smiley all the 

time, after all, this isn’t May-

berry.  You can know however, 

that with few exceptions, every 

problem can be solved.  I hope 

all of you know and have ob-

served that I will do everything 

in my power to help any Soldiers 

who asks for my assistance.  

That’s why I’m here and I take 

my job very seriously!  Please 

come in anytime, I look forward 

to visiting with you. 

Keep up the good work and 

continue to make the citizens of 

South Dakota proud. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all HHB 

Soldiers.  One more special 

holiday spent overseas BUT one 

less holiday before we re-deploy 

in the spring.  As Americans, we 

have so much to be thankful for.  

We as Soldiers play such a key 

roll in ensuring America will 

always be blessed with freedom 

and opportunities.  Entering the 

Military in 1972, I have seen 

firsthand how Soldiers were 

treated as they returned from 

Vietnam.  It’s hard for me to 

describe my feelings now as 

America honors and respects its 

Military men and women.  With 

a lump in my throat, all I can say 

is THANK YOU to those at 

home waiting for our safe re-

turn. 

     The mission continues to go 

smoothly; day to day activities 

and continual change keep every-

one on their toes and concen-

trating on their mission.  

Thoughts do always drift back to 

home and our loved ones 

though.  Many of us took for 

granted our ability to always be 

there for our families when we 

were needed.   You now know 

how precious the time is with 

your families as you miss wed-

dings, birthdays, anniversaries, 

and graduations.  These are but a 

few examples of the cost you 

pay for our countries freedom, 

we all knew this going in but that 

doesn’t make it any easier! 

     This is the time in any de-

ployment when personnel issues 

arise and a wide variety of prob-

lems surface.  You can’t expect 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Chaplain Tom Tedmon 

of the realization that the set-

backs in this life fade to insignifi-

cance in comparison to the eter-

nal joy and blessing we share 

with Him. 

You see, Thanksgiving is not just 

“the last big hurdle to clear be-

fore Christmas.”  It is rather a 

time to focus on God’s good-

ness, and His many gifts to us, so 

that we can begin to really pre-

pare our hearts and minds for 

the celebration of His greatest 

gift to us; the gift of the Savior 

who would free us to truly enjoy 

both this life, and the one to 

follow. 

It is my prayer for you that God 

bless you richly and abundantly 

this holiday season, and that He 

uses you to bless others as well. 

Whew, thank goodness Thanks-

giving is over!  We have cleared 

that hurdle without any major 

incident, and are ready to start 

getting ready for the next one---

the big one---Christmas.  But 

wait a minute; are we really 

ready to move on to the Christ-

mas season if Thanksgiving is just 

another hurdle we have to jump 

on the way?  “Oh, come on, 

Chaplain!” some of you may be 

protesting, “That’s just a figure 

of speech. Nobody really means 

it that way.”  Are you sure?  

How many news stories did you 

hear about riots and fights and 

arrests that were made just a 

few hours after Thanksgiving day 

during the “Black Friday” sales 

events.  How many times have 

you watched someone lose their 

temper already with a check-out 

person not quite keeping up with 

the holiday rush?  Have you, 

perhaps, even been one of them? 

Gratitude is not an event-driven 

phenomenon; it is a way of life.  

The Bible tells us to “Give 

thanks to the Lord, for He is 

good. His loving kindness lasts 

forever.”  And again, “Rejoice 

always, in everything give 

thanks.”  This does not ignore 

the fact that there will be difficul-

ties and disappointments in life, 

but is a statement of hope that 

our emotional health does not 

depend on favorable circum-

stances.  A consistent lifestyle of 

gratefulness to God recognizes 

that, in fact, every good and 

perfect gift does indeed come 

from Him, and that He is big 

enough to sustain us through the 

difficult times.  It is also a result 
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Base Support Operations 

Photos 

Clockwise from tope left:  SSG 

Beisch installing a water hear;  

SGT Preszler and PFC Thyne 

and 2 Sailors finish a Camp clean 

up; SSG Seuer hard at work; 

SSG Pulscher breaks up the 

ground for a new sidewalk;           

SSG Heilman building a new 

driveway; and the new sidewalk 

in front of the MWR Gym. 



Base Support Operations 

CW3 Jess Schreurs 

ments. SSG Pulscher can repair 

or make anything and proves it 

daily in our workshop. He has 

made signs, tables, chairs, over a 

hundred fire extinguisher boxes 

and even a bridge. If you need 

something he will make it.  SSG 

Pulscher and SSG Seurer have 

made considerable improve-

ments in our SECFOR com-

pound.  Before construction 

began, the east gate of the com-

pound was filled with dangerous 

obstacles. High voltage electrical 

cables, water, boards, and sand 

bags made this area a dangerous 

one.  Soldiers who passed 

through were at risk, but all that 

has changed now.   With every-

one’s safety in mind, SSG Carl 

Pulscher came up with a brilliant 

idea.  He thought of a draw 

bridge and how it would elimi-

nate all the potentially dangerous 

perils below.   The new draw 

bridge is safer for soldiers espe-

cially at night. Tread pads with 

glow in the dark strips and non 

slip textured paint called “sure 

foot” have been applied to the 

surface of the bridge.  Near the 

bridge under the South Dakota 

flag, you will notice 

another improve-

ment.  SSG Dave 

Seurer constructed a 

memorial plaque in 

honor of our fallen 

South Dakota com-

rades.  Both Dave 

and Carl have car-

pentry backgrounds, 

the craftsmanship and 

quality of their work 

is truly remarkable.  

The bridge and me-

morial projects are 

“Our goal is to maintain 

and improve the quality 

of life for all U.S. forces 

stationed at Kuwait  

Naval Base”  

     Base Support Operations is 

responsible for all base property 

maintenance, repair, and projects 

on Kuwait Naval Base.  BSO is 

also charged with ensuring the 

stability of installation facilities 

and implementing fire and safety 

practices throughout Camp 

Patriot.  Our tasks are continu-

ous and as night falls our respon-

sibilities are not over.   BSO is 

responsible for providing lighting 

and light carts so personnel can 

continue their missions.   We 

also provide and conduct main-

tenance on all generators used 

for lighting throughout Kuwait 

Naval Base. Additionally, BSO 

maintains a 24 Hour phone ser-

vice that provides service mem-

bers from all branches Army, 

Navy, Air Force, Marine, and 

Coast Guard with around the 

clock emergency services. 

         Members of the BSO sec-

tion were selected because of 

their unique individual ability and 

the professional skills they pos-

sess.  Immediately after arriving  

in country their skills were put 

to the test. None of us could 

have imagined how busy we 

would be. With the tempera-

tures continually over one hun-

dred degrees, air conditioning 

and electrical problems became 

our biggest challenge. Facing 

challenges is always accepted 

with a can do attitude within 

BSO.  Another overwhelming 

challenge we faced was figuring 

out which contractors supported 

us and in what capacity.  During 

our first few months in country 

BSO responded to a daunting 

amount of emergency calls and 

processed an overwhelming 

amount of routine work orders. 

     As time passed, we made 

considerable progress.  We 

could manage our time better 

and look at what could be done 

to make camp improvements.   

Many individuals on Camp Pa-

triot were without hot water in 

their living quarters.  The water 

heaters had been shut off  due to 

potential electrical problems and 

safety concerns.  We put our 

heads together and came up with 

a plan to safely install water 

heaters and set a personal goal 

to have it completed by mid 

November.  By pooling our 

resources and expertise, BSO 

exceeded our goal and provided 

hot water to over 200 individu-

als by early October.      To-

gether SSG Heilman, SSG Beisch 

and PFC Thyne installed over 

3,200 feet of conduit and 3,000 

foot of plumbing. 

Installation of the water heaters 

dramatically improved the quality 

of life for the individuals living in 

the “Blue Brick Housing Com-

plex.” 

     Our projects continue on a 

daily basis and the camp tenants 

like to challenge us with new 

ideas.  The BSO section has 

constructed sidewalks, remolded 

offices, repaired buildings, in-

stalled driveway approaches, and 

made many other camp improve-
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place throughout Camp Patriot.    

     Another key member of the 

BSO section is SFC Schladweiler. 

He is in charge of all aspects of 

Fire and Safety on Kuwait Naval 

Base including training and in-

spections.  The broad spectrum 

nature of Fire and Safety keeps 

SFC Schladweiler extremely 

busy. He conducts monthly camp 

safety meetings and works 

closely with the ASG Kuwait fire 

marshal. SFC Schladweiler is 

responsible for inspecting ninety 

seven facility buildings. 

     BSO has noticeably improved 

the quality of life for all service 

members living on Kuwait Naval 

Base. We will continue to serve 

this community by providing 

beautification, renovation, safety, 

pest control and numerous 

other services.   Our goal to 

maintain and improve the 

quality of life here has been met 

and we will continue to meet 

that challenge and conduct our 

services until we leave Kuwait 

Naval Base.  
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Alpha Battery Feature 

ALPHA BATTERY SOLDIERS LOSE PFC JASPER PRAY  

 

did not expect to lose the 

amount of weight he has so far.  

He is working out on a regular 

basis.  He has found it easier to 

work out here due to the un-

changing schedule.  He is eating 

better because of the choices of 

food at the DFAC.  He has 

found it easier to stick to a 

workout when he has partners 

to keep him on track and he 

helps 

them as 

well.  

He is 

sur-

prised 

but 

pleased 

at his 

unex-

pected 

weight 

loss.  

With 

contin-

ued 

team-

work, 

we 

expect 

Matt to 

be even 

more 

sur-

prised 

by the 

end of 

the 

deploy-

ment. 

 

SPC Luke Bunke also 

set his goal at the start of Mobili-

zation. He soon discovered that 

it was easy to lose weight at Ft. 

Hood because he did a lot of 

running. SPC Luke Bunke also 

set his goal at the start of Mobili-

zation. When he got to Kuwait 

he added weight lifting to his 

schedule and his weight loss 

slowed down but did not stop. 

SPC Bunke was spending  three 

hours per day in the gym. He 

likes the local weather for run-

ning; it may get hot but never a 

lot of wind or rain to contend 

with.  His team and squad were 

also a positive influence to him 

to reach his goal. His original 

goal was to pass tape.  When 

that goal was met he set another 

goal to lose more weight and 

run a marathon in Fargo or Min-

neapolis. With the effort and 

discipline SPC Bunke has demon-

strated so far, we have no doubt, 

he will conquer that goal as well.  

According to SPC Bunke the 

biggest motivation he had was to 

be around for a very long time 

so he could be a good influence 

on his son.   

SSG Matt Baumgarn 

expected to lose some weight 

when he was deployed but he 
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Under normal circumstance that 

may be an alarming headline.  In 

this case it is definitely  a positive 

for three Alpha Battery Soldiers.  

The total weight lost by these 3 

soldiers is equal to the weight of 

PFC Jasper Pray, the Battery’s 

newest Soldier. 

SPC Mike Skinner’s goal was to 

make tape and pass the PT test 

by the end 

of the de-

ployment.  

With hard 

work and a 

strict dedi-

cation, Mike 

met his goal 

at the half 

way point. 

SPC Skin-

ner’s secret 

to his 

weight loss 

is to watch 

the intake of 

carbs and to 

do PT every 

day. His 

biggest 

motivator 

was his 

Squad 

Leader, SSG 

Brandon 

Sween.  SSG 

Sween 

started a PT 

schedule for 

him in FT 

Hood and 

continued it 

in Kuwait. 

SPC Skinner 

also ac-

knowledged that his team and his 

squad were always there to lift 

and run with him.  Their willing-

ness to assist and their positive 

comments were all factors in 

SPC Skinner achieving his goal.                                                     



Alpha Battery 

Baby Boom 

Kenley, born 08 June 2009. 

     Still to come are babies to: 

William and Megan Carter due 

late spring  early summer 2010,  

James and Kim Tedder due in 

December 2009,  Justin and 

Judon Reinbold  due in March 

2010, Jesse and Brook Ulmer 

due in December 2009. 

     We are sure that as more 

Soldiers rotate home for Rest 

and Relaxation and yes eventu-

ally coming home for good, this 

Baby Boom will continue.  It 

looks like the Guard has bright 

future in South Dakota. 

Alpha Battery has experienced a 

baby boom! A total of eleven 

fathers had to say their good-

byes to their loved ones knowing 

that during their yearlong de-

ployment to Kuwait they would 

have an addition to their families 

when they arrived back at home.  

Seven Soldiers have already 

welcomed the new additions to 

their families.   A few of the 

Soldiers were able to leave the 

mobilization site while others 

scheduled their leave to be pre-

sent for the birth of their babies.  

The new additions are:  To Chad 

and Jakelle Hardy, a son named 

Gunner, born on 21 April 2009.  

To Caleb and Emily Schaefer, a 

son named Cooper, born 31 May 

2009.  To Cody Becker and 

Melisa Cheney, a son named 

Logan, born 13 April 2009.   To 

Ryen and Ashley Lindner, a son 

named Tanner, born 12 Novem-

ber 2009.  To Pat Hoops and 

Tamara Kohnen, a son named 

Jacob, born 13 November 2009.  

To Justin  and Jayde Schwartz, a 

son named Dawson, born 17 

June 2009.   To Mike and Amber 

Skinner, a daughter named 
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Alpha Battery has been involved and successful in a number of MWR sponsored sporting events.   Pictured are the Batteries Champion Volleyball, 

Softball and Flag-football teams.  They have also been competitive in Darts, Pool, weightlifting and Cards; winning trophies medals and other prizes as 

well.     Bottom Right:  Every Soldier in the Battalion received a care package from the Retired Senior Volunteer Program  in Rapid City for “Make a 

Difference Day.”   

Matt Baumgarn shows off the 

Barracuda he caught during a 

little down time. 
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SGT Jarrod Bloom and SPC Tyler Loterbauer try out their new 

slippers.   

Newly promoted SPC Michael Skinner 

Each Platoon in the Battery flew and folded the US Flags that were 

donated by South Dakota Family Support  Group . Each Soldier will get 

a flag and a certificate stating where it was flown.   



Improving Our Position 

SFC Brooks Schild 

sun while preparing for mission.  

The Battery Tactical Operations 

Center (TOC) was also im-

proved.  An area for Soldiers to 

get water or Gatorade was de-

veloped and the entire area was 

cleaned of debris left by former 

units.  A new MWR tent area 

was also constructed with 

couches, big easy chairs, a big 

screen TV, a DVD player and 

Wii.  This area is a place where 

Soldiers can come together 

during recovery time from mis-

sion to relax and enjoy some 

camaraderie.  The Soldiers 

gather to watch football games 

and movies.  They also have Wii 

tournaments and use the area 

for a place to gather, talk and 

sometimes eat take-out meals. 

The SPOD/E improvements are 

more relative to mission.  New 

gates have been installed at sev-

eral of the points; replacing old 

gates that were not in good 

repair.  Old screening has been 

taken down and replaced when 

needed.  Barriers have been 

painted and moved to give them 

optimal use.  One area that was 

developed over 15 years ago was 

cleared of old shacks, concertina 

wire, rubble and debris to pre-

pare it for a possible new main-

tenance area and vehicle stables.  

Other projects have been to 

improve the working conditions 

at the guard towers and Entry 

Control Point (ECP) shacks by 

painting them, providing shade, 

cleaning up the areas of debris, 

and installing mats for walk ar-

eas. 

After searching for weeks, 1SG 

LaCroix acquired covers for the 

hatches of all of the 1151 Hum-

vees that are used in our Quick 

Reactionary Force (QRF) vehi-

cles.   

Camp Arifjan/Sea Port of De-

barkation, Kuwait:  It has been 

a long, standing order in the 

Army that once a Soldier sets up 

his fighting position, he starts to 

improve on it.  By improving his 

position, the Soldier increases 

his chance of survival and the 

successful completion of his 

mission.  This is no different for 

a Battery. 

Charlie Battery, 1-147th FA 

started its mission in support of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom in April 

of 2009.  After a two month 

predeployment to Fort Hood, 

Texas, Charlie Battery made its 

way to Camp Arifjan, Kuwait and 

took over an essential Force 

Protection mission at the Sea 

Port of Debarkation/

Embarkation (SPOD/E) in Ku-

wait.  This port is responsible for 

supplying nearly 100% of all tacti-

cal equipment that is used in 

both the Iraqi and Afghanistan 

theaters of operation.  Protect-

ing the personnel who operate 

this port and the billions of dol-

lars worth of military and civilian 

equipment that is located there 

is a mission that Charlie Battery 

has taken quite seriously. 

At the beginning of the mission, 

Soldiers were asked to submit 

projects that could be done at 

the SPOD/E.  The Soldiers along 

with Charlie Battery’s leadership 

surveyed the port and prioritized 

a list of improvements which 

would not only improve their 

Area of Operations (AO) aes-

thetically, but also improve it in 

regards to force protection.  

Charlie Battery’s executive offi-

cer 1LT Johann Stokes and the 

First Sergeant 1SG Matt took on 

the task of implementing these 

projects.  When asked why the 

Battery immediately started 

working on improvements at the 

SPOD/E and also in our AO at 

Arifjan, 1LT Stokes replied, “We 

did it because of the importance 

of improving our position.  We 

wanted to make sure we leave 

the SPOD/E and our Arifjan AO 

in a better working condition 

than how we got it”.  1LT Stokes 

went on to say, “We want to 

make sure our Soldiers have 

workable areas that support the 

Force Protection mission that 

we are all on.  It also gives us an 

opportunity to work with the 

third world nationals that do 

most of the labor here in Ku-

wait”. 

1SG LaCroix talked about rea-

sons of Force Protection im-

provements and projects for the 

Health and Welfare of the Sol-

diers.  “The projects were com-

pleted to improve Force Protec-

tion measures that were needed 

for the safety of all of the per-

sonnel working at the SPOD/E 

and also for the equipment 

shipped through this essential 

port” LaCroix stated.  1SG La-

Croix went on to say, “The well 

being of my Soldiers was the 

purpose of completing the other 

projects.  We wanted to im-

prove their positions to make it 

better in their AO and give them 

a much better working environ-

ment”.  So far, the projects have 

been a hit both at Arifjan and at 

the SPOD/E. 

At Arifjan, the Battery has made 

significant improvements in living 

areas by providing new mat-

tresses to all of the Soldiers and 

replacing broken lockers with 

brand new lockers.  Assembly 

area netting was put up to shade 

the Soldiers waiting to go on 

mission.  This allowed Soldiers 

to take a break from the Kuwaiti 
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With temperatures in the 130’s 

in the summertime and some 

infrequent but hard rain showers 

in the wintertime, these covers 

come in very handy for the gun-

ners of the WQRF vehicles. 

To also help with the heat, some 

Soldiers from Charlie Battery 

installed new netting in an as-

sembly area used for guard 

mounts before and after the 

mission.  This gave Soldiers a 

place to get some shade in this 

sandy, treeless area of Kuwait.  

To help the mechanics who 

come to the SPOD/E deal with 

the heat, Soldiers put “second 

skin” or tarp over the entire 

maintenance tent to help insulate 

it from the extreme summer 

temperatures. 

All of these improvements just 

go to show that the South Da-

kota based Field Artillery Charlie 

Battery is a unit that can adapt 

to changing missions.  The unit 

takes on the challenges of a 

Force Protection mission with 

enthusiasm to improve the area 

of operations so its mission to 

protect one of the most vital 

United States Sea Ports in the 

world, is a successful one.  

1st Battalion 147th Field Artillery 



Charlie Battery 

1SG Matt LaCroix 

to the undeveloped areas of the 

Kuwaiti desert, set up their 

tents, water tanks, generators, 

etc. (and sometimes even satel-

lites) and have the time of their 

lives! The season began on Nov 

1, 2009 and ends on March 31, 

2010.  

Happy Thanksgiving from all the 

Soldiers of Charlie Battery 

All the Soldiers are still doing 

well and doing an excellent job. 

The Soldiers have received nu-

merous accolades on their out-

standing duty performance and 

professionalism.  We, as a com-

mand, cannot be more proud of 

what our Soldiers have done on 

this mission. Continuously, Sol-

diers and contractors come to 

the Sea Port of Debarkation and 

recognize how the Soldiers have 

cleaned up the areas, made the 

area of operation look profes-

sional, and how the operations 

have improved since our Soldiers 

have taken over. The Soldiers 

may not tell you how important 

their job is at the Sea Port of 

Debarkation, but they are the 

force protection for the Port 

that the majority of equipment 

and supplies come in and out of 

theatre for Soldiers serving in 

Kuwait, Iraq, Afghanistan, and 

other countries.  This mission is 

very important to the overall 

fight against Terrorism. They 

search the vehicles, drivers and 

contractors to ensure the port is 

safe for all.  

While traveling to and from 

mission, the open desert turned 

into large communities of tents. 

Meaning, the winter and the 

camping season has begun in 

Kuwait. This is the time when 

Kuwaitis go back to their desert 

roots and become one with the 

land again. This is the time when 

both the Bedouin and the village 

folks (called "hathar") head out 
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